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THE BELLS OF KIEV
Ukraine's capital has rich, beautiful, sad stories for those who stop to listen
Perhaps the only thing I haven't encountered in Kiev is a dull day.  It is an unsung capital full of surprises.
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WHERE TO EAT 
Volkonsky Cafe and Bakery, 5 Khreschatyk Passage, 011-380-44-270-5996. Perfect for a light lunch or coffee and a pastry. Entrees $10-$16. 


Tike, Sagaydachnogo 31A, 011-380-44-417-4062. This Turkish restaurant near the river is not cheap, but the food is great. Main dishes, $10-$15. 

Varenichnaya, 28 Esplanadnaya St., 011-380-44-287-1539. This is the place to get varenyky-- dumplings stuffed with meat, mushroom, vegetables or cheese -- perhaps the signature Ukrainian dish. Save room for the sour cherry ("vishna") varenyky for dessert. Entrees $5-$11. 

Bar on 8, Hyatt Regency Hotel, 5 A. Tarasova St., 011-380-44-581-1234, http://www.hyatt.com. This eighth-floor lounge is a great place for a drink at the end of the day. Fabulous views of St. Sophia's Cathedral and St. Michael's Monastery of the Golden Domes. In nice weather, you can sit on the terrace and watch the sun set over the city. 
